
 

 December 2018 Newsletter 
 

Hi Ho, Xmas is nearly here and another year of growth for The Shed. Membership is 
now approaching the 100 number and the last few months in particular has seen a 
large number of new folks so welcome to all the following, ( My apologies if I have 
missed anybody but you are still welcomed ) 

Jon Soyinc, Omar Hamal,  Jorgen Knudsen,  Sione Aloua,  Richard Brown,  Patrick 
Cheffins, Charles Martens,  Matthieu Moncel,  Ivan Munton,  Nattu Nataraj,  David 
Sharpe,  Patrick Van der Velde,  Les Wakely,  Frank Collette,  Markus Haller 

TO ALL NEW JOINERS: 

Please be aware that a lot of the equipment we have available has particular 
operating requirements and can be hazardous if used incorrectly. If you have ANY 
doubts at all please find a member with a RED TAGGED badge to assist you in both 
staying safe and instructing you in best practice operation. 

THE WORKSHOP: 

With membership growth there has also been an increased demand on our 
equipment and there has been a number of upgrades and additions. We purchased 
a wood turning lathe early this year but demand on it increased rapidly and we were 
contemplating an additional buy when one turned up on the door step as a donation. 
It is an older model and needs a few minor updates to improve its operation but it 
has a longer distance between centres (1100 mm ) so will be excellent for spindle 
work. It also can swing a bigger bowl over the bed ( 300mm ) 

A larger drill press was also on the wish list and on Monday we were donated a 
much bigger one needing only a minor repair to fulfil that position. Who says there 
isn't a Santa Claus ?? 

      

We also now have a much more robust and capable industrial bench saw for heavier 
wood cutting needs and our small tool area is being reorganised and labelled to 
make things easier to find ... and put back !  



Our next item on the wish list is welding equipment and materials. There has been a 
big effort to clear out the old garage in preparation for a welding shop area. The 
rubbish has gone, the council are fixing the roof, Brian has worked many hours with 
an electrician to rewire and install better lighting and suitable power outlets so it's 
nearly ready to go.  

ADMINISTRATION STUFF:  
On the council note, we have been asked to extend our lease agreement for the next 
year, our third in operation and an endorsement of the value the group is to both the 
members and the local community as our capabilities grow. We anticipate future 
leases will probably be set for longer periods as a result. 

And just in case you hadn't noticed we are now open on Wednesday nights from 
6:30 till 9:00 pm to fit others folks schedules. Next year we also intend to open 
another day, probably the Thursday, as well. To do this we need to find a few more 
volunteers to open up and supervise the workshop. In the interests of safety and 
good work practice there should always be a minimum of two people present. I have 
put my name forward to manage one day but it would be good to have a few 
backups so that some coverage flexibility is possible. If you are interested please 
speak to Patrick, Ken or any Shed Committee person to find out more. 

On the volunteer subject we could also do with a new Treasurer to keep an eye on 
the financials. Our 'Office Staff' needs, although minor, still to be attended to keep us 
in the good books with our landlords, the council.  Members also need to remember 
to fill in the attendance register each time they are in and to allocate time to either 
personal or community projects. This is how the council understands the value of 
The Shed to the community as mentioned above and why we have been asked to 
extend our lease. 

THE SHED ENVIRONS: 

With the carpark finally being resurfaced and access restored we are also seeing 
more progress with the old bowling green area. Although not directly our concern 
several of our members are involved and it is good to see a large number of planter 
boxes arrive and being arranged and filled with compost ready for trees. We have 
been contributing all the same setting up benches and work areas, fixing damaged 
boxes and generally cutting up timber for various stakes and other uses. Long term it 
should green up the area and make it a much more pleasant lunch room view. And 
we might get a few strawberries and tomatoes now and then as well. 

XMAS PERIOD OPENING DAYS: 

Officially The Shed's final open day is Sat Dec 22, reopening on Sat Jan 5th. 

Unofficially a few people have expressed an interest on attending on some of the 
regular days.. Mon 24th, Sat 29th and Mon 31st Dec are probable when someone 
may be able to open up and keep an eye on things. The Wednesdays ( 28th Dec & 
2nd Jan ) fall on public holidays so would be unlikely. As before, safety is paramount 
and at no time should a single person be left working there but if you are at a loose 
end and have a project to be getting on with then check in on the day. 



PROJECTS: 

With more equipment available and skills growing (who said we're too old to learn ?) 
there has been some interesting projects happening.  

Ross has almost completed a huge biscuit barrel on the lathe, multilayered and 
multicoloured and worthy of any homebake. 

 

 

Charles seems to be rebuilding his boat by remote control, wood and parts appear, 
get rebuilt and disappear back to the boatyard. He has some excellent cabinetry 
skills and is willing to share all sorts of tips and stories. 

 

 

 

Ellen keeps extending her beehive builds, I think she has a population explosion on 
her hands.  



Our LIlliput Libraries have resurfaced, the water based paint they are using keeps 
falling off. This is a result of the materials used to build them, an epoxy coated ply. 
They have been stripped and sanded back to key the surface better and we are 
testing some oil based undercoat for a better adhesive performance. 

 

Finally on behalf of the committee I'd like to wish you all a very Merry Xmas and 
holiday period and best wishes for the New Year. We hope you have a safe and 
relaxing break with your families and friends and we see you all back in 2019 with 
new projects and new ideas to keep us all busy. 

Take care out there ..... 

Brent 

 

 


