
 January 2020 Newsletter

Happy New Year and welcome to 2020 at The Shed.

If you haven't been along recently you will find a few more changes have happened in both
the wood work and the engineering areas and a lot of cleaning up done. The welding 
workshop is also making progress as is the technical\computer room and we have added 
better lighting to the main workshop. Membership is picking up again after our extended 
building upgrade and there has been some interesting members projects being worked on.

Community Projects: We have a Brownies project scheduled for the evening of Mon 
March 16th to provide 30 Brownies with a woodworking task to achieve a badge. The task 
is a Bird Feeder as below. We will be making up kits and they will assemble it in the 
workshop under ours and their leaders supervision.. We are not responsible for emptying 
the bottle beforehand unfortunately.

             

One of our members has been involved with building an access ramp for a 13 year old 
cerebral palsy girl who was changing homes. The wait for ministry action was 6 weeks. 
Wood was donated and we supplied nails. It was completed in 3 hours. 

THE WORKSHOPS: With the replacement of some of our domestic power equipment with
more robust industrial gear there has been some big shifts inside the woodworking area. 
Having resolved most of the teething problems with these we are now looking into a better 
dust management system to keep the dust levels down. In the mean time we are advising 
you to use the provided personal dust masks whenever necessary. Once you have one it 
yours to keep till it needs replacement.

We are seeing more activity in the engineering area with both the mill and lathe 
operational. We have also acquired a sheet metal folder and roller for curved sheet 
bending and the welding bay is being cleared of old gear and is now accessible.. 

One of the 3D printers in the pic belongs to John but he is looking for ideas so check the 
Tech\PC room if that is your interest. There are a number of PC's as well for those wanting
to experiment.



     

    

HOUSEKEEPING:  Workshops can be messy places and someone has to keep tidying it 
up. For safety, environmental and just general ease of use we are attempting to manage 
our waste better. Safety is an easy one, keeping the floor clear and benches tidy just 
makes for safer better working areas. Environmentally we put out quite a bit of waste, 
mainly in wood offcuts, shavings and dust but other materials as well. Our minimal food 
waste can be easily disposed of in the compost bins out on the green, we will add a 
labelled bin in the kitchen. Clean untreated  wood shavings and dust off the lathes, planers
and saws etc are available as garden mulch and firewood, just ask one of the committee 
members who are wandering around. All wood off cuts go into the square blue bins 
scattered around and floor sweepings contaminated with other rubbish into the round blue 
bins. 

We understand that some projects need to be left on the bench covered in clamps and 
glue overnight but with the growing membership bench space is at a premium. It is 
important that you leave a clear bench when ever possible so others can use it. If you can 
fit your project into one of the fruit boxes we seem to have it can be shelved  making it 
easy to find and resumed without missing materials. There is some storage in the small 
alcove room at the back of the workshop that can be used also. Again we will be taking a 
look at some of the long untouched projects still hanging around and looking at some 
external timber storage options for noncritical materials.

Also please return all tools to where you got them from, we try to keep these organised so 
everyone knows where to go for the right gear. Batteries need recharging, broken tools 
need repairs and it is easier to manage when they are returned.

We have had some damage done to saw blades by people cutting wood without checking 
for nails and screws. There is now a metal detector wand by the big bench saw. Please 
wave it along the length of any recycled timber you are planning to use, nails can be well 
hidden inside old timber.

Your cooperation on these would be greatly appreciated by the committee.



MEMBERS PROJECTS: Some of our members are getting quite creative. Take a saw, 
give it a lick of paint and ....  

Dust Masks: The disposable dust mask are available on the wall by the chisels and we 
have some better masks with replaceable filters on a bargain deal at $6 each. On the 
notice board in the lunch room – see Patrick or Ken to pay.

GENERAL: On the social side of The Shed next Thursday Jan 30 around 10 am there is 
an off site get together at Okra Cafe in Sandringham Road for coffee and chat. This may 
become a regular occurrence depending on the response.

We may organise a BBQ next month, probably during the day or possibly the Wednesday 
evening session, We'll update that when we find a working BBQ. Once we have gas and 
tools it should be possible to even fire up for a quick lunch sausage.

Upstairs our HUB neighbours are about to have some renovations done as well and their 
toilets will be non operational. We have agreed they can use ours on the days we are open
but they must use the Office door to access, not through the workshop for safety reasons.

The National MenzShed organisation has put out a newsletter. It's available at the below 
address.   

 http://menzshed.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/MENZSHED-NZ-Newsletter-
202001.pdf


